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Making Spelling Fun

1. Shaving Cream Spelling
2. Rainbow Writing
3. Gel Packets
4. Go Fish
5. Finger Tracing
6. Water Wash
7. Silly Voices
8. Sing a Song
9. Swat a Word
10. Connect the Dots
11. Stair steps
12. Playdough Spelling



Shaving Cream 
Spelling

Squirt the shaving cream 
onto a table or plastic 
tablecloth.  

Say a word to spell and 
have your child write the 
word in the shaving cream 
with their finger.  

Then they can use their 
hand to smooth it out for 
the next word.

Playdough Spelling

Roll out the playdough 
into a snake for each 
letter needed.

Form each snake into 
letters to spell the word.
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Rainbow Writing

Have your child choose 3 
or 4 different colored 
crayons.  

First, have them write the 
word in pencil.  

If it is right, have them 
choose one color to trace 
over the word, saying 
each letter as they go.  
Repeat with the remaining 
crayon colors.

Stair Steps

Stair steps is the practice 
of writing each spelling 
word one additional letter 
at a time.  When finished it 
resembles a staircase. 

For example, here is how 
you would spell went:

w
we
wen
went
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Water Wash

Have your child fill a cup with 
water and find a paintbrush.  
Using the water as paint, 
have them write their words 
outside.  When they 
disappear, write them again!

Also Try:

Have your child write their 
words in a white crayon on 
white paper (you might have 
them write them lightly in 
pencil to check them first).  
Using watercolors, paint over 
the words making them 
magically appear!

Silly Voices

Have your child spell their 
words out loud using a silly 
voice.  Some ones to try 
out:

* football player
* cheerleader (give me an 

I, give me an n)
* mouse (squeaky voice)
* frog (deep voice)
* opera singer
* sleepy voice
* whisper 
* wrestler
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Sing a Song

Pick a tune to sing.

* ABCs
* Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star
* Pop Goes the Weasel
* BINGO
* Three Blind Mice
* If You’re Happy and You 

Know It

Sing the chosen word in 
tune with the song.

Twinkle Twinkle Tune:  
c-o-u-l-d spells could, 
c-o-u-l-d spells could

Finger Tracing

Tell your child the word you 
are going to spell.  Have 
them sit with their back to 
you.  Use your finger to 
write the word on their 
back.  Ask them to spell it 
as you write it.

Now it’s your turn!  Let 
them write the same word 
on your back.  Don’t forget 
to check their spelling!

Swipe your hand across 
their back to “erase” the 
word and start over.
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Go Fish

Use index cards to create a set 
of word cards.  Make 2 cards 
for each word.   Use up to 10 
words (20 cards).
Shuffle the cards and deal 5 
cards to each player.  Find any 
matches in your hand.  First 
player asks for one of their 
words needed to create a pair.  
“Do you have ‘the’?”  If no player 
has the word asked for, they 
must take a card from the pile 
(go fish).  The game ends when all 
cards are matched up.

Alternative Game:  Play using 
alphabet cards and try to spell 
the words for “pairs”.

Swat a Word

For this game you’ll need:  
fly swatter, index cards 
with words written

Tape or place the cards 
around the room (floor or 
walls). 

Say a word.
When your child sees it they 
must swat the word.

Alternative:  Spell the word, 
your child must find it, say 
the word you have spelled, 
and swat it. 
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Connect the Dots

On a piece of paper make a 
square that has 4 rows of 
dots with 4 dots in each 
row (16 dots total).

.   .   .   .

.   .   .   .

.   .   .   .

.   .   .   .

Say a word to spell. If the 
word is spelled correctly, 
your child can connect 2 
dots.  When a square is 
made they can put their 
initials in the box.  If playing 
with 2 or more people, the 
winner has the most 
completed boxes.

Gel / Paint Packets

You need:  hair gel or poster 
paint, freezer quart size bags

Squeeze some gel into a 
bag.  Seal it closed and tape 
shut.  Have your child use 
their finger to trace each 
letter of their words in the 
gel packet.

To make paint packets 
squeeze some poster paint 
into a bag and add a little 
bit of water. Seal it closed 
and tape it shut.
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